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Thank you, thank you for that kind and warm and wonderful welcome. It's just so
gratifying to me and a bit emotional to see so many friends of mine.....

I note the presence, and | know he’s going to speak to you later on, my beloved friend Joe
Lieberman is here, a staunch friend of the Iranian people, a partner of mine in working so
hard for so many years to get the folks at Camp Liberty out of there and into a safe
environment. And | also think that Joe will assure you if it had not been for the effort of
the people. in this room, the constant, unrelenting effort, they would still be there.in lraq
and in danger. So | thank you from the bottom of my heart for all the effort you made on
behalf of people who were far away and needed you very badly.

My friends, | just want to say just a couple more words. The Iranian behavior worsens. |
believe that this regime will test the new administration. | think you will see missile
tests. I think you will see further provocations such as over flights of our ships in the
Strait of Hormuz and other places. | think it's clear that the Iranians have, if not violated
the agreement, they have violated other agreements. They are testing weapons. They
are playing a major role in Syria as we speak on behalf of Bashar Assad. | don't think
there's any doubts about their intentions towards Israel. And now they have over $100
billion to spend. And believe me, they're not spending it all on airliners. So, | think we
need more sanctions on Iran. | think we need to have a military presence, particularly in
international waters, that capture of American vessels is not unresponded to. And |
think the only thing that the Iranian regime understands is, as Ronald Reagan called it,
peace through strength.

But most of all, | hope that we can give the people who are now residing in that country the hope and belief and commitment to all of us that
someday they will know freedom again. And | also believe, as I've said on many occasions, that someday all of us will gather in a square and dedicate
a state of a young woman named Neda, a young woman that the world saw bleed to death in the square, which is the symbol of Iranian cruelty and
oppression of the Iranian people. And you have been their steadfast friends. You are the ones who visit with me and keep me informed. You are the
ones who keep the plight of the Iranian people uppermost in my mind and in my priorities.

We will be rebuilding our military thanks to President Trump and Secretary Mattis, our new Secretary of Defense. And we'll be working hard in the
coming weeks and months to rebuild our military and our capability. We need to do that because the best way to avoid a conflict, as we all know, is to
have a strong military. And make it clear to the Iranian government that if they violate international law, if they continue to provoke, if they continue
to oppress, if they continue violating solemn agreements that they will pay a very heavy price for it. So | thank you my friends for everything you're
doing for people who are far away, everything you're doing for those people that assure them that someday, someday sooner rather than later, they
will enjoy freedom and we'll all gather in that square and dedicate the statue of Neda. Thank you and God bless.
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Honorable lawmakers and dear friends,

With the arrival of spring, Iranians are
preparing to celebrate Nowruz, the
Persian New Year, which marks the first
day of the Iranian calendar year.

Nowruz has been celebrated for decades and
symbolizes change; change from the gray, gloomy
days of winter to the promising green days of

spring.For Iranians, Nowruz has a simple but
significant message: The springtime of freedom is
inevitable. It may be delayed, but it cannot be
stopped. For the people of Iran, Nowruz brings a new
hopeful prospect:The certain end of religious
dictatorship and rule of freedom and democracy.

Our suppressed people deserve to live in a free and democratic society, which is key to peace and stability
in the region. It is the only way of uprooting Islamic fundamentalism as a global threat.Events in Iran over
the past year are signs of critical developments in the coming year.

The death of Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani seriously weakened the regime. For 38 years, Rafsanjani was
the regime’s number-two man and was critical to its internal balance. In addition, the windfall money from
the lifting of sanctions did not relieve living conditions.This money was spent for the regime’s
warmongering in Syria, Iraq and other regional states. While Rouhani’s promises of moving the wheels of
the economy have proven empty

This regime is the main responsible for continuation of six years of war and killings in Syria and the crisis
in Iraq as well as empowering ISIS and increasing sectarian conflicts in the region.Fueling conflicts,
increase of suppression in Iran and expansion of warmongering and terrorism are the critical means used
by the Mullahs to maintain their shameful rule and hold back the wave of anger, which will lead to a
national uprising that will sweep them away. But the mullahs have reached the end of the line. They have
used all of strategic resources and have no way forward and no way back. They face inevitable overthrow
by the Iranian people and their organized resistance.
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To that end, the international community and the United States must hold this anti-human regime accountable
for crimes against the Iranian people, meddling in the war in Syria, export of terrorism to regional states and
its network of terrorist militias in neighboring states.

The Iranian regime’s dossier of human rights abuses must be referred to the United Nations Security Council
for the adoption of binding punishments.

The Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC), as the primary tool of domestic repression and export of terrorism in
the region, should be designated as a Foreign Terrorist Organization.

A strong, bipartisan demand should be made for those responsible for the massacre of 30,000 political
prisoners in 1988 in Iran to be identified and brought to justice.l welcome the bipartisan measure demanding
pressure on the Iranian regime to stop its destabilizing actions in support of terrorist groups, and its
continued test-firing of ballistic missiles.

| also welcome a legislative language, which calls for the application of UN Security Council resolution 2231
as well as a bill that calls for the designation of the IRGC as a Foreign Terrorist Organization. | deeply
appreciate the friendship and bipartisan support of the U.S. lawmakers for the oppressed people of my
homeland and | am grateful for their strong solidarity with the PMOI members in Albania.Your growing,
bipartisan support for the Iranian people’s efforts to obtain freedom are going to be more effective than ever
before.

I wish you and the American people
success in the Iranian New Year. Thank
you, and happy Nowruz.
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Thank you very much for that very nice introduction and for your warm welcome. My hushand is a
Lebanese-American and so | have learned to very much appreciate the hospitality of all of you who have your
ancestors in the Mediterranean because you give us all a very warm welcome....But Happy Nowruz to all of you
here today.

And to my former colleague, Senator Lieberman, it's so nice to join you here. | appreciate the opportunity to be with all
of you and for all of the dignitaries who are here, the ambassador from Albania, thank you, and thank you to Albania for
the very helpful and generous taking-in of all of those refugees who were at such great risk from Camp Ashraf and
Camp Liberty. Your generosity and humanitarian contribution is very important to recognize. And | really want to thank
all of you here, because that would not have happened without the work that everyone in this room and so many other
people across the country did to raise awareness of what was happening to the folks who were stuck at Camp Ashraf
and then moved to Camp Liberty. And for all of us who believe that the United States, when it makes a promise, should
keep that promise, | appreciate your effort to help make sure that happened. So thank you very much.

| wanted to make one more point while | was here today, because one of the things that I'm very concerned about is the
executive orders that have been issued by President Trump. | don't think we should keep refugees from coming to this
country. | appreciate the need to make sure that folks who come in are going to be good citizens and contributors, and |
think that applies to everybody in this room... And | think we need to recognize that everybody in American has come
from someplace else, unless you're a Native American. And the contributions that so many different groups have
brought in terms of culture, in terms of food, in terms of the values that you bring, the hard work that you bring, has
made such a difference in America. It's what's made this country great. And to take a position that we are no longer
going to welcome people into this country, as | said, | think undermines the values that have been so important to
America.

So | will leave you again with the Happy Iranian New Year. Thank you for everything that you are doing, and know
that there are many of us here who are working hard to make sure that we continue to support our democracy and
uphold the values that have made this country great. Thank you all.
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Thank you for that kind introduction.
And I am a proud Michigander and
wonderful Iranian-American community in
the state of Michigan that is vibrant and
brings strength to what is already a very
diverse community that we have in Michigan.

I'm sure many of you know we have probably
the largest Arab-American, Muslim-American
community anywhere in the United States, and it
really enhances the vibrancy and the strength of
our great community. And that goes to say with the
Iranian community as a premier part of that and
that’s why it's really an honor to be here.

It's also an honor to be here and | got to say a few words to Senator Lieberman. Actually I got the opportunity to
spend a little bit of time with him in Munich, about what was it? Two or three weeks ago at the security
conference. It was my first time going. Senator Lieberman, | think, had been there a few times before, but it was
a fascinating experience to see really our allies coming together, to understand that we do live in a very
dangerous world, and we have to stand together and be strong, particularly the democracies around the world,
to stand up against those who are in oppressive regimes who do not value basic human rights, basic issues that
we have fought for as a country from the beginning and need to continue to do. And that’s why | know the work
ofthat all of you are engaged in to hold the Iranian regime accountable for the types of behaviors that they are

...l know the Albanian community has joined forces with folks that were at Camp Liberty and Ashraf and others,
to bring that kind of sanctuary, to build together, to have a place in Albania. I'm hoping at some point to get to
Albania to see folks there and look forward to having that trip soon. | know | spoke to Edi Rama, the Prime
Minister, when he was here last year, | believe. And thanked him on behalf of your community for having a
country that welcomes folks to bring that kind of sanctuary. It's really remarkable and certainly appreciates what
the Albanian people are doing.

But we do together, we have to, as | mentioned, stand strong against the Iranian regime and this should not be a
partisan issue, as we were talking about earlier. This, there should be no daylight between Democrats and
Republicans when it comes to standing up against the Iranian regime and demanding that there is
accountability and demanding that that regime respect basic human rights and move to a democratic regime
where the people of Iran actually have a say and actually have an opportunity to pursue their dreams and to live
in the kind of freedom that every human being should. That has to be a Democratic and Republican issue. We
have to be united. Thank you for bringing us all here to be united, because together we can make that happen.
Thank you.
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